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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the Amendment filed November 18, 2004. 
Accordingly, claim 3 was amended and claims 1,^2 and 9-13 were cancelled. 

Currently, claims 3-8 are pending in this application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 3-8 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of the 
prior art of record fairly suggests or shows all of the limitations as claimed. Specifically, 

Re claim 3, none of the prior art of record discloses, in combination with other 
limitations as claimed, an ECB LC cell comprising a bulk LC material and an optically 
anisotropic intermediate layer oriented in the same plane as said LC bulk material when 
in an unbiased state and having the same ordinary index of refraction and extra ordinary 
index of refraction as those of said bulk LC material, such that a boundary layer of said 
LC bulk material adjacent to said intermediate layer in combination with said 
intermediate layer forms a net isotropic stack. 

The most relevant reference, USPN 5,142,393 of Okumura et al. (Okumura), fails 
to disclose or suggest an intermediate layer having the same indices with the LC bulk 
material such that a boundary layer of said LC bulk material adjacent to said 
intermediate layer in combination with said intermediate layer forms a net isotropic 
stack. As shown in Figs. 16 and 17, the Okumura's reference only discloses an ECB LC 
cell comprising a LC material 124 and an optical anisotropic film 103 both having 
ordinary and extraordinary indices. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thoi V. Duong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2292. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Kim, can be reached at (571 ) 272-2293. 

Thoi Duong 
02/12/2005 
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